CHAPTER FOUR
BUDDHA
In the sixth century before Christ a great
change came over India, To be sure this change
did not come about all of a sudden; dissatis-
faction had been rife for about five hundred years
and the people of India wanted a change. It,
however, took time before it was effected.
As you know, the history of ancient India has
been divided into several periods. First of all,
we have the Vedic period when the Aryans
settled in India. Then we have the Epic period
when the Upanishads were written. This was
succeeded by another period in which the great
epics of India were written, the sciences of geo-
metry and grammar were developed, systems of
philosophy were evolved, and civil and criminal
laws were codified It was also during this period
that the whole of north India came under the
rule of a great emperor. But it was also during
this period that the people felt a great deal of
dissatisfaction with the religion as it was practised
in those days. To tell the truth, the spirit of this
religion had vanished and only the letter had
been left. The people did not practise the religion
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